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I expected had been perfectly formed; the reason
of this was that, from causes I have recently de-
scribed, the bronze was hotter than our rules of
art prescribe; also that I had been obliged to sup-
plement the alloy with my pewter cups and plat*
ters, which no one else, I think, had ever done
before.

Having now ascertained how successfully my
work had been accomplished, I lost no time in
hurrying to Pisa, where I found the Duke. He
gave me a most gracious reception, as did also the
Duchess; and although the majordomo had in-
formed them of the whole proceedings, their Ex-
cellencies deemed my performance far more stu-
pendous and astonishing when they heard the tale
from my own mouth. When I arrived at the foot
of Perseus, and said it had not come out perfect*
just as I previously warned his Excellency, I
saw an expression of wonder pass over his face,
while he related to the Duchess how I had pre-
dicted this beforehand,

BENVENUTO CELLJNL
(Translation by John Addington Symonds).